
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks Michael Manware. 
Excused:  Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the minutes of the April 1, 2015 meeting as presented.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Southington Youth Sport Leagues.  Present were David Schneider, President of the Southington 
Valley Midget Football League, Mike Goralski of the Southington Knights travel league, Ed Baker from 
Youth Soccer and Walt Swanson from the Soccer Club. 
 
Chairman Fasulo introduced the members of the board and explained that one of the reasons for asking 
the leagues to attend the meeting was to make sure everyone knows each other.  The board members are 
available to discuss needs and wishes of the leagues.  Commissioners will also attend some of the league 
meetings in order to get a better idea of what is needed and to be there to help in whatever ways they are 
able to make the leagues stronger.  Chairman then asked the representatives to give any input or ask 
questions.   
 
Mr. Goralski spoke about the plans for Memorial Park and the possibility of knocking down a building.  
He asked that they be informed if and when that may occur so they can be prepared to move equipment, 
etc.  It was explained that as part of the Master Plan for the parks, that was included as a possible option 
down the road.  The main issue is the rest room which needs replacement.   
 
A question arose regarding the concussion information that was sent out by Mr. Lapreay.  Can they use 
the same form as the high school?  Mr. Lapreay will talk with Eric Swallow but believes the leagues 
would be able to use the same form and just change the letterhead.  He will confirm that. 
 
Mr. Schneider said the field at Rec Park is their biggest issue; the field that is also used by softball.  The 
mud pit is really bad.  They are also looking to get a permanent score board and permanent goal posts.  
Mr. Goralski also commented on the field at Memorial.  When it rains, you lose a field.  Mr. Schneider 
said his group is working on getting a grant and working with Home Depot to supply the product as long 
as we supply the labor.  There is no handicap access to the concession stand due to tree roots and the hill. 
 
Discussion followed on the availability and use of the turf field.  Mr. Lapreay tries to schedule as many 
games as he can.  During the week it is very busy, especially with high school sports.  Commissioner 
DeFeo said he would bring this up at the next Facility Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
There was some discussion about the garbage cans at the turf field being full on a Saturday or Sunday.  
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Volunteers have been emptying them but asked who is responsible.  Commissioner Romano said the 
custodians should be taking care of the trash on Saturdays; he will address the issue.  At Rec Park the 
leagues do the trash pickup, not the Parks Department.   
 
Chairman said another reason he asked the leagues here is to update them on subsidies from the town.  
The board has been asked by the Board of Finance to look at how it has been allocated in the past.  A lot 
has changed over the years.  They would like to standardize the way the money is allocated.  For the 
upcoming fiscal year (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016) it is status quo.  The following year (beginning July 1, 
2016) changes will be made.  All the leagues work on a calendar year (January-December) basis.  Budget 
work is done in December for approval in March.  All the leagues are registered as 501(c)3 organizations.  
Chairman requested from each league: 
- 2014 tax return as soon as it is available; 
- 2015 budgets. 
He asked that everyone provide this information to Mr. Lapreay for review by the board in order to assist 
them in standardizing the method for subsidies.  Comments were made about some sports costing more 
than others (such as football vs. basketball).  Other information that would be helpful should be included, 
such as the fact that the helmets need to be replaced about every 8 years.  Commissioner Romano 
explained that what the board needs are direct expenses, number of players, etc.  Some things are 
considered capital items such as drainage and score boards.  Fund raising would help pay for those things. 
 
The board thanked everyone for attending and for their input.  They also expressed thanks for all the work 
they do as volunteers for the benefit of our children.  At this time Commissioner Romano excused himself 
and left the meeting (6:40 pm). 
 
2. Dee Babkirk re Food Truck Fridays.  Ms. Babkirk was requesting the possibility of having a Friday 
food truck event from June to September at the drive-in property on the left side as you enter from 
Meriden-Waterbury Road.  Discussion followed on the need for insurance from her company, Unit 
Networks, as the sponsor and from each food vendor.  She was asked to coordinate the certificate of 
insurance with the town attorney.  Ms. Babkirk asked about rest room availability and it was determined 
that there was no need to use the pavilion rest rooms (especially if an event was reserved there) and that 
port-o-lets would be fine.  During the movie season there are two of them there.  Ms. Babkirk is in the 
early planning stages but is considering having about 10 food trucks there from 5 to 8 pm.  She did state 
that her company was for-profit but that they would donate some of the money to charity.  She left her 
number to be contacted once the board made a decision on a possible cost. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  
1. Letter from Matthew Wayton.  Mr. Wayton runs the Wayton Open, an annual charity tennis 
tournament.  After reading in the minutes that the Park Board donates to the Wint Filipek Tennis 
Tournament, he asked if the board would donate balls to the Wayton Open which also provides 
scholarships to Southington students.  Discussion ensued.  The topic will need to have further discussion 
for next year but Mr. Lapreay may be able to provide some assistance if the budget allows this year.  
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on the following. 
 
Program update.  Playground camp filled up in the first half hour of registration.  Normally he has 100 
kids for each of the four sessions.  Because there was such a long waiting list, he upped the number of 
participants to 120 for each session and added two more staff.  Same thing happened with the Summer 
Theater.  He added staff and got some space at Derynoski to handle more kids.  Men’s and Women’s 
Softball started.  No major issues.  Mr. Lapreay handed out the rules for the league to the commissioners 
and asked them to review them and get back to him with any questions or comments.  So far there have 
been no problems with the leagues.  Game time limits and the need for it was brought up.  The umpires 
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are responsible for enforcing the limits as necessary. 
 
Soccer Field Lights.  Installation began.  When they started to auger, the tools ran into water sooner than 
expected.  Techline stopped work and a geo-tech engineer tested the soil.  Mr. Lapreay is waiting for the 
recommendation. 
 
Pickleball.  When Mr. Lapreay did not get a call back from the first company he contacted, he called 
another company in Cheshire who gave him an estimate to do the lining - about $500 for a court.  We 
may be able to do this before the fiscal year ends.  We will try one court at Panthorn and go from there. 
 
Field Rental Fees.  Mr. Lapreay passed out information to the board on what other towns charge.  He 
asked them to review it to be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
Knocker Ball.  Chairman Fasulo said he told the interested person about the need for insurance.  They will 
be allowed to try the drive-in field for the first two Saturdays.  Apparently there was good feedback about 
the idea on a Facebook post.  The town attorney asked for a certificate of insurance and also a description 
of what this is on their letterhead.  This should go to Mr. Lapreay. 
 
Crescent Lake.  Next Monday Mr. Lapreay has a meeting with people from the Inland Fishery from the 
State for a walk through.  May 19 is the next stocking date and he is hoping we can get some.  He gave 
the board copies of last year’s study. 
 
Special Events.  Mr. Lapreay announced the following upcoming events in May:   
May 9 - 10 to 3, Touch-a-Truck at the drive-in;  
May 23 - Youth Olympic Day at Rec Park (Future All-Star Training).  They are charging $10 but all 
proceeds will go to the Mill Foundation. 
May 27 - first Music on the Green. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the report of the 
Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
 
Mr. Manware gave his report for the month of April.  The crew received training on confined space and 
blood borne pathogen.  These are both important and hadn’t been done in years but the new human 
resource person is getting everyone trained.  
 
The tennis courts at Recreation Park are being worked on this week.  They should be finished by Friday 
and need 4-7 days off for the paint.  The courts should be reopened on May 18. 
 
Fishing landings at Crescent Lake close to the red trail, some areas are tight.  They widened them up a bit.  
He was hoping to do this work while the lake was still frozen but that didn’t happen so they did the best 
they could for now. 
 
Tobacco free signs were installed in the parks.  Water provisions are up and running (rest rooms, 
irrigation).  They are in full maintenance mode.  Mr. Manware mentioned the basketball lip at Rec; we 
had a problem last year and now it’s the other side.  They put some fill and tamped it down to avoid a 
tripping hazard.   
 
Town Hall and Town Green walks were improved.  The train depot is scheduled to open Memorial Day 
weekend. 
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Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Request of Dee Babkirk.  Commissioners discussed the request and whether a rental charge would be 
imposed for use of the town property, even though they would not be using the pavilion or pavilion rest 
rooms.  Trash was another concern.  It was the consensus that there should be some fee for using town 
land.  Mr. Lapreay suggested the board review the material he provided from the other towns to help them 
decide.  A decision will be made at the next board meeting on Thursday, June 4th.  Chairman Fasulo said 
he would contact Ms. Babkirk to tell her there would be a charge and the amount will be decided on June 
4th. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


